222               TURKEY IN TRAVAIL
Military reasons, especially during the Great War,
added their quota. The Greek massacres of 1916 were
due to the occupation of Mytilene and the islands off the
mainland by the Allies. The Armenians lay between
the Turks and their relatives of Central Asia. They
were a bar to the realization of the Pan-Turanian policy,
and so with ruthless cruelty they were wiped away.
The Armistice found the Turks beaten to their knees.
Scattered over Anatolia lay the torn remnants of the
Christian Minorities. Their ancient instigators to resis-
tance were now the world victors. In the struggle
for nationalism the Turks appeared to have gone under.
All the separate sects shouted that they were free and
demanded recognition. The Peace Conference lent a
ready ear to their demands. They were treated as
allies and fully utilized. They believed that the Turks
were at an end. They insulted them gratuitously. An
Armenian-Greek section was formed in the British
Embassy to right all their ancient wrongs. The Greeks
of Greece were sent into Anatolia as the Allied police.
The Ottoman Greeks claimed their revenge at the
British Embassy, and took it in massacring with the
Hellenic troops.
They put forward fantastic claims. The bishop
and people of Trebizond demanded a Pontus State.
The Armenians plotted out their new country to run
from the Black Sea to the Mediterranean and to cover
some 400,000 square miles. They demanded that the
Allies should eject all Moslems from this area. They
issued delightful booklets over the signatures of M.
Aharonian and Boghos Nubar giving tables of their